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Sunſhine of your exquiſite knowled Te 
ſin the true Diuine and Philoſophicall 
Elixir, but fith what I haue done, || 
as well to ſhew my ambition, to have 
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I dve but fet a Candle before the 
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your Honourable approbation, as tobe | 


Tf it pleaſe your Fonour to pardonmy 


bours ſoares ſo high, as giue Cooni- 
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 |aSymboll of my zeale to your ſeruice: | 


|xeale , you may iuſtly condemne my a- 
[ſpiring ayme , whoſe prematured La-| 


\q ance to the World, that as Tam, I | ſhall Z 


| Pa. SCOT. : 


| Howſoener , I am your nj xaprbrp Jou Will. 


| Breach. of ſome Caterpiller-caten Hedge, | 
'| frurne my Grounds Waſte , tobee Nurſeries of 
. | Brambles, or znrol! mee Retainer to Duke 
Humphrey, who hath already moe Attendants | 
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94 Here 1s, generous Reader, no Til. 

GS lage moredifficult,then that of the 
-P Heait; in the heart, nofield more} 
#2 rough to plough,thenthat of Wil: | 
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| putting off” this ill culturd Farme to your ſur- 


| ey; yer if you value the Balkes With the better | 
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| accept of my Loue in the offer; laugh at my va- 
| Nitle, 77 greeting you With Performance , and 
| Conceale my ruſticatie in both, Tour hard cen- | 


| ſure may perhaps ſend my Plough to guard the] 


then good cheere. = 


Farewell. | 
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Fac volatile fxum & 6 xum yo- 
latile, { C habes magilterium. 
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Þ toe ld. 764 dgHivocrates for Hipocrites, pas. rl is, 
read Elixir, as _ where. pa,4.l 18 read Mettallicall, 
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OF LIGHT. 


S Vchi isthe community of fjeang 
and /impathy of affeftions, which 


2 in tendring the weale of others, 
| 'as our owne,, thatas Hipecrites 
| his Twins who ſorrowed and lickned toge- 
| ther, wee ought equally condole either pub- 
| like calamities , or private diſtemperatures: 


| ric 202 ens, onely knowne by the, vſurped 
| name of the Philoſophers elixar , or ſtone, 1 


 uent. ſome future charges inthe finding out 
of e1rtificiall gold, ot(as ſome name it) light 
ncorporat by art, which is but a poylona- 
ble pill g vilded with ſophiſticated curioſity, 


7 Ciu1ll ſoczetie challengeth of vs| 


if then I ſhall, by my Tillage foreſtall the | 
| painefull toile "and waſtefu! 1 charges which 
{I obſerue, haue beene and are, yet vnprofi- 
]rably imployedi inthe ſcarch of an imagina- | 
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| baſe conctoaſneſls or incroaching. cun- | 


ning ; emulous ſtrangers and irreconcili- 
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able enemies to Philoſophy, 
| That I may the better cleerethis, let ys | 
_ | conſider firſt, that Philoſophy in the deno- | 
_ | mination, - is onely. extended tothe loue of 
- | Ww:/dome; that this Wi/dome conſiſts in moul- | 
 [dingthe actions of Philoſophers in a drume | 
- | frame, and innocent obſcruance of humane | 

 [ſocictie ; that by ſuch preſidencie and imita- 
tion, Wi/dome might bee exalted tothe high- 
eſt degrecs of humanereach : but leaſt ws/- 
 |4omemight Propheſic to the Winde ; or that 
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| darke hieroglipbicks, ſometimes in fabulous 


[tothe names of eMercury, Pallas, Minerua, 
begotten by Izpeter ; all which doe myſti-| 
cally imply that true Wi/dome commeth,and | + 
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ſhee will not be apprehended bur of ſound 
mindes ; that a glorious ſpirit will not ap- 


ſophers did ſometimes pourtrey'W:ſaome in | 


attire, they haue dethed her, entituling her 


by vs receiued from heauer. 
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If wee will leaue theſe heathen ſparkes of 
natures light, and looke backe vpon the 


myſteries, parables , allegories and analogies : 


1.4 be-\| 


_ | peare but in her owne kinde, and that a pre- | 
| cious ſeed requires pure eatth, theſe Philo- | 


| glorious ſu7ne of ſacred writ, we ſhall finde, | 
[that in the beginning and ſucceſsion of 
time, wiſdome was recommended to vs by | 


but that diuine Oracles or Philoſophicall | 
morals were applied toany materiall e/:xar, 


or that any curious ſearch was any further 
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allowed 
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glory to the Creator , and zoy to the Creature | 
| heereafter, wee neuer finde warranted in di- | 


| 


| derſtand the ſenſsible perfe&ion of the 


aſpirituall reallity, whoſe nature poſſcſſeth 
Nnoplace, yet 1s intyrely whole incuery part | 


 TheTillageof light. 


allowed then might aduance wiſdome, bee 
profitable to humane ſocietic heare, ſpeake 


- | » | 
uine or humanerecords. I admit that there | 
isa quallity of brighrneſſe giuen to cleere 


bodies , euen from the Creation ; that this | 


light is called the ſoule of the world, and 
muſt be firſt incorporat, asa viſible quallity | 
ina cleere body, before it can giue light, 


vegetat. or make inanimat things pleaſant. 


This/:ght was incorporat in the ſunne,whoſe 
vertue and eflence cheriſheth the eſſence 


of eucry creature : but the full knowledge . 
| of the; z:/lage of light, ariſeth from the true 


notice of the firſt andla(t end of things : as 
man was createdof pure earth, coagulat by 
pureayre: ſo his laſt end 1s to ſhine as the 


ſurne. There bee fpirituall, intelleftuall and | 1 
ſenſible perfe&ions of light ; the firſt is that | | 
macceſsible light which ſeeth all things, but 


1s comprehended of nothing ; the ſecond is 


of his circumſcription : by the third wee vn- 


Sunne, Moone and Starres. Becaule heauen | 
and earth differ not eſſentially, being origi- 
nally tron one Chass but inthe order of be- 
ings, and prime termination : therefore as 


B 2 


i ee or th 


-——_— 
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| {eminent in (barge, are called /:gbrs, asha 


_ |lzght we apprehend as it 1s a meanes, where- 
 |ſabſtanſifiedin; man, or as itis hxedin a Ho- 
in precious ſloxes, ſclts and mettals, of the laſt 


| whar nature and art can doe, either ioyned 


| proicction of an El:xar vpon vntetined me- 


| coales of fire , quinteſſerce, and Philoſophers 
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|uing re'ation to ſupreame light : to wee may 
take precious ſtones, ſalts. and mettalls tor m 


not able to expreſſc. The loweſt kinde of 
by the eye diſcerneth his oblc&, or as it 1s 
mogeniall body of natural] radicall heate, as 
| Whereof we are heare to conſider, ſpecially 


or ſcuered, in reducing of mettalls to the 
perfettion and mwltiplication of millions, by 


cealicall ſubſtances z whether the Phzloſo- 


ſtood of a wateriall Elixar , or whether 
Vrim and T hummim, aurim dei, EJekeells 
elixar are nicant of multiplication of gold 
by art, or whether eA/chimifts have wrong- 
fully enforced theſe titles yponthe Philofo- 
phcrs Werke, ( as Sophiſters cauill vpon 
words when they want matter ) which are 


(enſe, 


[| 
k 
oy 


| 


| In this conſideration wee muſt beginne : 
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| 


 [ferzour fixed lights, for the better polliſhing 
{of zature and 1lluſtration of art; the know- 
edge and vie whereof Angels and men are. 
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onely to bee'Ynderſtocd in an allegorical | 
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| againe at the truc ens of dinne light and | 
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fe theſubſtance of things, & draw from vile | 
| | things wholeſome and good effects, but neuer 


| For that All-ſeeing: eye which pearceth 
| throughages, as the ſunne through the ayre, | 
did fromthe beginning foreſee the corrup-| 

{tion of zatxre, & curious peruerſenes of art; 


| 


| 
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ſaid) vnder ſhadowes to exalt the excellency 
of - wiſdome , and nor t > keepe her as a Bu. 


Iceue what ihce cannot doe, and by perſwa- 


| ding the ocher to bring impoſture into the | 


| world. Mature 2ncly cxtendeth her ſelfe ro | 
the firſt yerf-@ion of the (Features, andpro- 
duceth-narura'lef-&s from naturall cauſes. 


ratures Workes ; by a kinde of ſublimation 
ſeparate the grofſe parts trom the pure, rea1-| 


DO 


| adde efferce to the ticſt ſubitace other then 1t | 
_ | had before. Nature & art loyned,may attain 


more glorious perfections ; yet 1s miracu- 
lous multiplication of vnrefined ſubſtances 
of another nature, by prozett:on, without the 
extent of their Commitſs1on, leaſt ſurrepti- | 
ciouſly they ſhould vſurpe vpon the great 
Wheele of the world their Ruler,and preſump.- | 
tnouſly intrude 1nto their ſoucrargnes place, 


therefore to ſtay the one and the other,hee | 
did confine them within the precin& of his 
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ſon to ſp:n1idlt time; neither to wrong na. | 
| ture, or flat.er art, by making the one be. 


ert by it f:lfe can butdignitic andpolliſh [ 
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will,leaſt they ſhould extendrheir il a&ions| 
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"as "uy as their ill wills : I grant through . 
/an admirable wiſdome hee hath lefe ſome. 
part, of theſe low terreſtriall things voper-| 
tected] ina kinde, to ſcrue vnto man as mat-. 
| [ter to worke vpon ; he hath giuen vs corre, | 
\{notbread but art to make it ; Woole and nor | 
cloth, but art to make it;z.ines not money,but. | 
art to coyne it; and hee hath given vs 
| ſtones not tuildings , but art to ma ake them. 
|This el. feerng light hath cſtabliſhed a 

rule and certaine law , whereby all things | 
| muſt bee produced, diſpoſed, and main-./ 
tained in their owne kinde ; /which re- 


ture; hee hath apointed art to bee natures. 
helper, and to cooperate with her in the 
great hopes of the World. But hath barred 
| both of them from tranſmutation by a pre- 
| matured birth of things of another quallity, 
1nto ſucha fixed perfe&ion as mav multiply 
millions , neither can mature and art mult1- | 
| ply otherwile, then by putrifattion and pro- | 
pogation - it is his ecernd# decree, that none of 
his (Features be inueſted in that glorie which | 
1s proper to himſclfe, leaſt fooliſh man 
ſhould pteſume vponbaſe earth, or thinke 
that hee had committed the goucrnment of 


| toſethimſelfe arreſt ; who is ſtill tnaRion, 


| gular order, ſolong as wee make it not an q 
_ | efſenceſeparate from him, wee may call it na- * 


his Creatures tohis {eruants nature and art, | 


{byning in his wonderful Workes; in com- 
_munica-. 
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| the firſt cauſe is idle, or that the others doe 


| effe&t of concords produced by the kill and] 


_ | part thereof with in 
| 5 ad 


| [exerally or ioyntly are but the handmaids of| 


TheTillageof light | | 


municating his infinit goodnefſe to all his] 

Creatures, andaboue all to man. Theſe be| 
great Maſter-peeces of light, which none but 
his owne hand can worke ; whereby it muſt 
neceſſarily follow, that whatſocuer power- 
full faculties wee obſerue inthe ſecond cau- 
ſes, they muſt not*induce vs tothinke that] 


| 


any thing but the dire&ion of the firſt, 
farre leſfſe muſt wee beleene thatrhis order | 
and continuance of things which wee call 
nature, is the chiefe cauſc of them , but the 
effett of the will of dinine pronidence and 
beames of the great /zght, no more then in 
whſicke the melody is not the cauſe, butthe| 
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art of the Auſitian , who gathereth thel 
ſounds, and reduceth them to conſonance. 
| This dzuine providence 18 ſo powerfull, that 
he can apply any thing to doe his pleaſure ; 
though hee ſeldome lets the naturall courſe 
and vſe of nature and art , yet carrieth hee} 
them where he pleaſcth ; and like that great 
circle of heauen that inuecllopethall the reſt, 
doth hee dratzge them after him about the| 
world. | | 
_ Youfee then that nature and art, either] 
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 diuine prouidence which filleth, goucrneth &| 


1ble councell and 


ouerſpreadeth all wow and ruketh encry 
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[moſt certaine reaſons': that wee doe not ap- 
[prehend this ſacred light , but <ither very 


| 
{Orthat our egligence OT ſth prdity 1 1s ſo great, 


\|ther wee vouchlafe not to conſider rightly. 


| 


can there bec, then that arr by fire can force 
|rature, to produce that which in the current 
 lof her conrle and connexion of cauſes ſhee 
[cannot &oc ? or that nature andart iloyned, 
can Metaphiſicallytrai:ſmute natures works | 
[to other ends then they were creared ; Or 
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late or not ar all, 1s, Eecauſe this w:ſdope 1s 
fo deepe, that we cannot penctrate vnto it ; 


What 72ature and art can Goe ; and what they 
cannot doc, Whar more fond conception 


forme them 1n other monlds then their own, 


| Wee may as probably ſuggeſt, rhatart may 
'tenable fiſh ro live and nuultiply vpon the | 


| | | £ 4; land, beaſts in.the a) :re. and foules without 


; 


| | ag Eliox ar, WETETO other and better ends 
thcn ” 


-Jayre ;as that 1: rinerall/lenoored from, their 


paturall placcs , way byart bce brought to 


multiply in a greater perfeRion , thenby | 


2ature in the wombe of the carth, where the 
ſunne applicth his force, according rothe | 


þ Yeo and diſpoſition of the matrer ; ; for 


imeralls canneuer be ſaid properly to So Y 
tipiy or Ppropogate , becauſe they haue onely | 


*&lceentall mixture, but wants either wege- | 


 rable [ced, or ſenſible quallity.. That the mjti- 


tzens which might ſceme to point ata mas 
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then eLlchimiſts imagine, ſhall be prooued 
'by the truth of diuine and humane Wiſ= | 
| dome. - Ho 8; 
| Firſt, as the Almighty did ſhadow vnder 
the great name of /chouah, his eternity, om- 
nipotency , inſtice and mercie , to teach the 
ſonnes of Wiſdome to admire, adore, feare and 

|] -22gnifie him , who was before a!l time glo- 

[71045 in Iateſty, omnipotent 1n power, 1mpar- | 
| r44ll in Juſtice, and ſuperabundant in Merce : 

ſo, in beautifying the Preeſi-hood with the 

rich ornaments of nature and art, hee ador-. 
| ned the breaſt-plate of eAaron with tweiue 
precious ſtones, according to the twelue 
| T ribes,leauing a place in the midit for Yrim | 
[| and T hummim, intimating by the firſt, the 
pwity and graces wherewith Paſtors and | 
| people ought ro be indued heare vpon carth, | | 
and by the ſecond, their perſeC&tion in the 
| Kingdome of Grace and glory in heaucn here- | 
afcer, . That YViim and Thummim fignifie | 
light and perfettion wee are not to doubr, 
but that they were arteficiall ſubſtanſrfied fub- | 
ſtances is not yet cleered. As the reſt of | 
EYekzels yition was a ſimilitude of the glory | 
| of the Lord 1n the deliuery of his Ambaſſage | 
to the Prophet, ſo by the firie coales or fone 
mentioned 1n that viſion, is meant the force | 
[and effects of Gods word, Aurum Det, | 
{ſpoken of in that propheſieor elſe where in | 
hone ana alluds to the VE an | 
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| {eth.it otherwiſe to things that peruerr the 
| | nature, order , and meaning of Scripture, | 
may be good rextuaries, butare raſh rexr-|| 


| [ty then Rabbelars or the Curar,that applied 


| Yerba Scripturarum ſimplicia ſicuti 1m ets re- 

perinntur itidem vt Diabolus aſsimulare : | 

| | to wrcaſt ſinfully the words of Scripture, || 

| | Exſebix ) is2 logſnefſe of liberty,and light- 

| [neſſe of vanity more then any of the Fa-| 
thers durſt take vpon them, ” 

| Next, that the ſtrayning of the- Philoſo- 


\. [out of harmony.z I prooue by the chicfe 
[ayme of Phylo/ophie , then by the harmefull 
_ | conſequences which the infinite maltiplica- 


nd S0——_—_ 
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| [prime Creature. But if wee belecue, that 
| | any of theſe pointed at. a materiall el:xar | 
| or ſubſtance tobe ſought by arr, if it bee not 
hereſie it 1s groſle errour : all Scripture ( as} 
| ſider learnedly ſeconds the reſt of the Fa- | 


TM Lexe of bebe. = 
g00dneſſe of the Creator ; and to the holi- 


neſſe and thankefulneflſe required in the 


thers)ought to be interpreted morrally and vn- 
derſtood Spiritually ; whoſoeuer then appli- 


wreſters and not better gronndedin Diui- 


the authority of his horſe to thoſe that de- 
nyed purgatorie. .It was Aris prancke, 


as they are expreſſed ( if wee may beleeue 


| 


phers work toan artificiall El:xar, powerfull 
to mu'tiply Gold by prozeft:on,driues all wit 


| 


tion of Gelde would produce. All Phytoſo- 
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phers agree , that their principall ayme is, 
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| | Sea z others when they might haue had it, 


to extract a light ora true Summuy bonum 
(as they call it) or content from the con-| 


| labour in vntwining a Spiders web, and fin- 


| which Philoſophie: enioyeth : trom which 
| the curſed care of Gold ſo much detradeth, | 
that (as Experience telles vs) by it Relrgroms |- 
aducties are prophaned , Inſtice corrupted , alt | 
| bonds of call ſocietie and true friendſhip are 
| enfringed, and the light of Humanitze quite | 


|raſed our of the mindes of Worldly Golden | 
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tempt of adalterate , inconſtant , terreſtriall 
ſuggeſtions and delights : if this bee true, as 
molt true it is, it would follow, that P hzlo- 
fophers would neuer haue beſtowed ſo much 


ding out a light by the multiplication ot 
Gold, which they did hold their Sumnwm| 
malum, and inſo baſe account, that ſome of 
them when they had it , did throw 1t in the | 


did refuſe and reie& it, -that they might | 
with more eaſe attaine to that content 


Spirits. 
| 


fn, 


Secondly, if it were-poſsibleto multiply | 
or tranſmute a greater proportion of other.| 
 ynrefined e Hettals into Gold by proiettion,. | 

| what benefit ſhould thereby ariſe eitiero 
| the Philofophers, or from them to others? | _ 
| they ſhould acquire nothing by it but cor-| 
Tuption of manners,and Raine of their pro-| 
tcſs1on , others but the euerſion of all pole- | 


| zike gouernment , mutuall commerce , ane 
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 feriour to Philoſophers in the purchaſe of ſo 


falls of heauen , the drugges of the earth, and 


'now ſtands open for her , cloſe ſhut vp, and| 


. ! bells fir fagets inveſted In heauens richeſt in- |. 

|dowments? But what more t:agicall ſpe-| 
 Iacle were it to behold Verrue ſtript naked, | 
|ſpoyled cf her beautic , heauens gate which | 


the entric confined to the narrow paſlage of | 
{a Needles eye}, through which how hardit| 
BP | {7 PrP agn JN : 20S of 
[is for Aſs loacen with Golde and corruption| 
1toenter, the C2/after of Heauen, when hee| 


as ! 
IU: 


| great T rexſure: and (o all Soueratgntre., to| _ 
| whom by all Nationall Lawes belong the| 
| prerogatine of all Gold and Siluer Mynes) | 
| would turne againe to 4 confuſion, and| 
\. | hotch-potch : many that are now holden | 
| wiſe, would p:rhaps turne fooles, arid thoſe ſ| 
that hauc now little wit, would haue then | 
none at all. Wee ſhould ſce cuery. couetous | 
pennee-father , mercileſſe Vſurer , and Jewiſh | 
Broker become Phzloſsphers,and conuert the | 
blood of the poore vpon which they novw | 
feed, into the new found'El:xar. We ſhould | 
| {ce the Phro/ophers pearne their Cloaks,and| 
.. . | become imſatiuble worldlings, vſurious Cater- | 
 Tpellars,hellifh pawn-munoers,and cut the g3r- 
\ [ments of the necefsitous, to make them ri-| 
- [ding coates in their journey towards hell. || 
| O what a pirifull ſight were it tolee the of- 
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[was vpon Earth hath forctold. I tremble} 
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as in an Ague,to heare of thisexchange,that 
Uticeſhou'd reach Heaxen, and Yeriue enter 
in the right way to Hell. 

O. deceitfull Riches, how falſcly are you 


| called goods { ho knoweth you rightly 
| may entitle you to be true euils;none makes 
[vs bond-{laues but you , none wrongethvs | 
| but you; y ou abridge vs of ourlibertie, andj 

| intercepts vs In our wy towirds Heauen : 
| O pelfe , none can praiſc you,, but muſt diſ- 
| praile true Lebertze, None can get you, or 
| kcepe you, without the hazzard of looſing 
| themnſclues ; you are eAchanes Wedges , or | | 
| T 4r7 his girdle,that bereaues vs of life.SO 
| tickliſh and har 
| do you more good nor harme, I do verily be- 
| lecue, if frowning Fortune can fauour good | 
| | meninany thing, it is in releeuing them 
| | from that burthen that ſo ſore prefleth their 


dis 


yourvſe , that ſeldome 


ſhoulders. 
paſſion, as I ſeeme to fauour a Stoycall anſte- 


affe& lawful libertie in the firſt,and 
am ſo farre f:om barring good men fromthe 


1} right vſe of R:ches, that 1f T were not fully 
| aflured that diuine Prouidence hath her ſecret 


endes for our weale, and knoweth better 
what is good for vs thenour ſclues., I ſhould 
goe neere to ſuſpe& her of Iniuſtice, in vt 


equall ſharing of her temporal geods;which 
aa _ fo 
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But thinke mee not ſo ſurcharged with | 


ratie, Hercmitiſh retyreaneſſe, or voluntary po- 
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- [ſolong as we vſeas diſpenſators of themto 


|the ſupply of our owne wants , andhelping 
of the neceſsitics of others,ſo long are they 


diſpenſation of them, is the concomitant ef. 


F. felt of ſauing Faith; yea, they are ſoneceſ-| 


fary to the beſt of men, that without them 
[they are not able to effe& that gaod which 


 «|they woulddoe. But when we adore Gold| 
{for Gad, andincheſting ; or putting of it 
[to vnlawfull vſe, ſtarucs our fellow mem- 
bers, and {moothers Vertue with want ; or 
| when we make 1t the fi aell of Ambition, COY- 


| 


 [ruption, and 77w/ſtice , then iuſtly may thoſe 
{bleſsinzs bee changed into curſes; Riches 
which were giuen to bee our ſermie 
| vaſſals , and dutifull ſeruants in our tourney 
towards happinefſe , bee made our rackeng | 
Laud-lords , or mercileſſe executioners heere, | 
[andthe Parad?/ian (word to barre our entry 
\_ [there; where before we can haue a Lurerus 
 Jeft, wee muſt giue account ram corum que | 
dccepimu, quam eorum que rapumus. Moy- 
" [ſtare was nor giuen to Springs to remaine in 
| |[theplace where 1t 1s bred, but to be conuey- 
- [ed by Conduits to the watering of barren | 
. |drie grounds. XN atxre at firſt was deliue- 


redof twodaughters,ſaith Plaro, Plentie,and 


Tacke 
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| Heanens good blefiings , and the charitable 


Pouertze , that the one wanting might craue 
' what ſhee lacked, and that the other hauing | 


might ſupply Poxerties wants, But when 
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lacks turnes John out of doores , or when 
plentie profuſeth vpon idle vſes , and ſtarnes | 


our truſt, There is nothing more certaine, 
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her ſiſter poxertie, that 1s, not difpenſare, 
but difiparebonaaliena, not good menagerie, 
but bad husbanarie of goods committed to 


—— 


then thatbeſt things abuſed are moſt dange- 
rous; our Fades Baabs , the ſoucraigne fa- 
cxltie and Sume of the ſoule in mans little 

World, in our firſt eſtate of «e-92ocexcie, made | 
vs little inferiour to Angels, being now de- 

praued, makes vs inferiourto beaſts , who | 
hauing nothing but ſenſe, yet ſeeme they,by | 
keeping Natures lawes, and direfting their 
apperirero its proper obie&s , to offer lefle | 
iniury torcaſon then wee, who leanes the | 
true obie&s of Wit and W411, and aftet no- | 
thing ſo much as falſhood for truth , v#ce for | 
vertue, ſhadowes for ſubſtance,and Prgmalion- | 
like dotage on piured beautic. What ſhall 


I ſay of either carious or couetou metaphiſt- \ 


call fpirits, but that like eAdamthey leng to 
cate forbidden fruite, or like ſoles, nuſle 
themſclues inthe earth, and ſorogether are | 


depriued of light here, and returne ta dark- | 


neſle and duſt from whence they came ; af- 
ter which, their name is either extinguiſht 


withthem , or neuer recorded but to their | 


ſhame. To this purpoſe , Lucian bringeth | 
vpon the ftage, couctous rich Gnzpho , be- 


wayling in hel , that the inceſtuous prodi- | 
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gall Rodochares did ypon earth waſtefully 
| conſume his ill gotten goods. Cum Religzo 
 parit dinitias filia deworat matrem : where de- 
{| uotion is. onely extended to hatch Riches, 
|chere oft times the Daughter ſtrangles the 
| Mother, ſaith Saint Auguſtine. Man is not 
- { onely mortal, that hee may haue an end of 
| his miſery, that the good may bee praiſed 

| without enuy, the wicked blamed without 
| feare, or that riches may bee diſpiſed as vn- 


the reward of vertue; it is alſothe wages of 
| Wickednefſe, that the good may bee eternally 
happy , andſhinc as the Se, and the wiC- 


Wickedneſſe and puniſhment are twrmmes , that 
| arc borne and liue together ; the one comes 


| [athishecles, and is the executioner of the 

| [firſt by the ſtinging remorſe of Conſcience, 
| heauy and mournfull forrowes, bitter re- 
{ pentance,or remcdileſle deſpaire; andby the 


niſhing of v:ice,or rewarding of vertue were 
[the actions of the Philoſophers reſtrayned 
| | from vice, and inured to vertze, by the con- 
tempt of conetouſneſſe , and the tartneſle of 


| of ahe hope of future Riches. Since we muſt 
depart hence without carrying any thing 
with vs, it is not for our caſc to be as eaſily 
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 ked vnhappy andincloſed in darkeneſſe: for | 


| firſt into the world, and the other followeth þ 


| terrour or hope of this dinine Tuftice 1n pu- | 


| [their condition allayed with the ſweetneſle | 
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| conſider rightly, ve ſhall finde that a mode- 


loaden with luggage as we can? If we will 
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| rate cariage, eucn in greatneſſe,may bee fly 
compared ro thoſc that faile cloſe by the 


NC | ſhoare ; thar ambitions or couctozis all piring 


ed 
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| windes ſuffer ſhi pwracke, or miſe their Wi- 


| 


nefle,. I meane not by 


or griping , reſcmbles thoſe thar are in rhe 
| Mane : the one by caſting 4 ſmall rope may 


| ther mult artcnd winde and tydc | and ſo oft 
times by boyſterons ſtormes , or contrary 


ſhed hancn. - \ | 
If wee ſpeake truely , 


ing vaniries,and by the praiſe-worthy aſpi-. 


which onely ch4!lenge the name of great 

fruo gall moderation , 2 
 parcimonious hand which'is able todrawe 
| contempt vpon Soueraigntle , bur that true 
noble and 1udicious mcane berwixt all ex- 
treames, which adde one ſtage more to the 


| 


Trophies of greatuefſe : where of if wee did 
| know the vertue , wee ſhould not cenſure ir | 
| as we doe: Bur when wee Indge of mude- 
rate frugalitic in ſtrangers , ſhe gayneth 
her cauſe , and goeth away with prailc and 
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| come tothe land when they pleaſe, 'rlizia 


hath. th. 


th. 


there is nothing |. 
|| tharroakes grearnefſe great , bur moderation 
| of Þigh fortunes ſcrledin generous minds by 2 
due examination and contempt of baſe fly-|- 


| ring to the glory of frugal imp'oyment of | 
| T& Thort time 1n thoſe Hininrabls Ations, 
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rupts our indgement in things.thar con- | 
| cernes our clues. What are the raritits of | 
| Wiſcdome, I abilitie, or Diſcretion, rightly | 
placed in greatreſſe,bur as copiall Diamonds 
which ſhine in rich /ewellg? Salomon is no 
'lefſe adwired, in gluing the Chzilde to the 
Lil right &1/ other, then in his Treaſure and 
\] ſtore-houſe of IWW:i/ſedome : Alexander 1s no 
Tefle great in conferring a rich reward a- 
bouethe deſert of a modeſt ſuitor, yer be- 
ſceming the dignitie of the giuer, then for 
conquering the whole World : great Cyarles 
the Emperour is as famous by giuing of a 
Penny to a preſumptuous bold Bufor, that 
claymed to bee his kinſeman from e Adam, ' 
| [ashe is juſtly konored for all his braue actl- | 
[ens inpeacceand warre. | | 
| Bur to:come tomy taske , perhaps you 
will ſay , that for ſkunning the former cuils, 
\ | the Phu /ophers did obuiate this communi- 
\] tie of their Elixar, by communicating of it 
 {tonone bur to the ſon7:25 of Wiſedome , 1 an- 
ſwere, that ſuch concealement of know- || 
Hedge Was againſt the Philoſophers dodtrinez 
_ |as they were Learners, ſo they were Teach- | 
 j ers; Scare & Neſeire was their Embleme,that | 
| they might take others helpe in the one, 
| and they werc ſo carefull in the other, -that 
| [their ligh: ſhould not ſhine under a Buſhell;chey || 
| did pur it in a Lanterne with this ſuper- 
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[ly wiſe to our ſelues, wee ſhall at laſt turne. 
| foo'es; ſtanding water turnes puddle, As 
| W:ſedome ſpoke by eAfricanus , Uſe me ge-" 


F 


| 
 ther,that inallmy obſcruations ,by peruſing | 


| verſing with ſome chiefe Profciſors of this 


Ls... 


lemrned might teade, Scire tuum mhil eſt ne | 
þ te ſcire hoc ſcaet be: if wee ſhall be on-. 


| nuit, Mater me peperit : ſos 1t vic and com- 
munication of ſtudies that begetreth Wiſe- | 
dome, 1 ſay further, that there was neuer 
Art hauing a knowen ſubie& » and princ1- ' 
ples, but ſome one or moe , although not all 
may be as capable of it as another ; neither 
hath any Art been ſo concealed , but by rra- 
dition or Writing, hath been communicate to 
others, andreduced to ſome certaine per- | 
fe&tion. If the knowledge of this Elixar 


| did by tradition come to Arian the ſiſter Bs | 
of Aaron, (whoas ſome ſay was learnedin'; 


this Art) then certainly the Reucalers were | 
| much to be blamed, for communicating ſuch o 
a my ſterie to a wornans tongue, which they | 
might -as ſafely hane committed to the. 
wind: That ſhee had that knowledge by 
ainine renelation, [ will not take eAlchimiſts | 

word for warrant, cred? qued haud,, the ra- | 


moſt Authours vpon. this Subie&, or con- | 


Chimera, I haueneuer found truely demon-. 
ſtrated, that there was, oris ſucha thing | 
in ferum natura, As Alchimiſts dreamet in | 
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| Philoſophers Stone to be. I confctle, I haue : 
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| [lofle of their labors. Therefore,ſfince words | 
{without deeds are weake proofes, I reie 
fl uch authoritie as Apochryph.ll , and am ſo. 
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fed mother of many wicked brood, and isthe 


: Irhing hath becn brou h 
11a:kulo 34611 fit, nothing did enſue but con- 


read that if the Phyloſophers politions were 


hold ticm other then like e Hathematicall 
| |&monſtrations, wherein by many fayre 
propoſitions 15 prooued much , whercot | 
 \{no e-ſrtijicercan make vic vpon Wood or 

|STonc, 


j} } 


[if I ſhoutd jouially comeRure , that the 


———_— oe” ! | 


. {ſcene many Texts wreſted to wiong con- 


{ring of the perfcRion to which this No. 


oht; but becauſe £x 


ſumption of the Vndertakers eſtates, ard 


ed 


farre from belecuing ſuch fairded ſzggeſts- 


literally tobee vnderitood, I ſhould neuer 


_1 ſhould not much wrong the Philoſophers, 


punctuall. ſetting downe a ſceming reall 


more dangerous Rockes of: higher forbid- 


 |den Myſteries, or become altogether idle: | 
 [foralthough the more wee looke vpon the 
— |Sunne, the morc our eyes are dazclled, and} 
| our fight worſe; yet arc our mindes fraugh- | 
ted witkftich peruciſe curroſerie, that they | 
aymeatthingstbouceuricach. On the 0- || 


'ther fi e,Oti.: dit vitia,Tdendle 1s the cur- 


Elixy, was to cxercile curious fþirits, leaſt } 
| they ſhould precipitate themſelucs vpon the 


| 


| 


4 
| | 
\itrutions; that 1hauc heard much thun- 


tares | 
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| leepe 
that watleſt the Romancs had warre vwiti | 
1 | (arthage,and enemies in Affricke they knovr 
: not what vice meant in Rome. - Idlenefle ts | 

that Laconiſh 
| T'eawe that bringeth foorth, teacheth, and} 
 hangeth vp T heencs , Or what {hall I call 
1 her our the mmfe:tcd 5yre that ingendreth ca-| 


| the molt Bleſſed allowethot no Cyphers i in 


- It is obſerned for turure polteritie, 


mot her ,Schoole-maſtcr,and Bur- 


 rerpillers , which conſume the Tweete of 0+ 
ther mens {wear If it were {triaty obſer- 
| ued, that none ſhould eare but ſuch as labour | 
in cheir owne calling, I thinke moe ſhould! 
die of hunger, then of ſickeneſle : : but it 1s 
pitie that ach Drones, or Domitian fices | 


ſwarme in the Courts dedicate to Vertue. 
Every man ought to haue a ſweating browe, 
to begct the nedifaleicg of lite, or a Wor- 
king Braine, toaduance the publique good; 


his Arithmatique: Paridiſe was as well a 
Shop to excerciſe Adams hands with labour, 

as ir was a Gardento feede his Senſcs with 
delight. Torhis purpoſe, in the diſcouery | 


ſhould eate vp the Hony of the painetull,or | 


of Curioſitie: and Jalereſſe , the mindeof man 
is hitly compared roa Clocke, compolcd of | 
many wheeles, admitting cucry day change; 
and alteration ; ſometimes it goeth too faſt, | 


ſometimes too ſlowe: when it is idle, it 


Is | Uwayes ſubie& to ruſt ; but $kiltully | 


WIOU git, | 


" 


{ 
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| wrought , "mowſy! kept, carefully winded 
vp , and orderly ſet to a right houre, then 
{in a&ton it ſheweth faire, and gocth right, 


If wee would haue our mindes g0e 1n right 
temper, wee mult propcfe vnto our [c lucs 


{thoſe Rulcs thar may conduc and auayle ys 


[moſt inthe right carriage of all our att:- 


ons, although ſometimes the ſucceſle bee 
thwarted, and concurre not alwayes with 


our deſires , yer wee mult be ſtu]l in ation. 
Many $kilfull [ylors have ſuffered Ship- 


| Wracke, that were well acquainted withthe 


Art and experience of Naugati:n, and 0- 
| thers lefſe ſecne therein, hauc overpaſt ma- 


ny dangerous Vo ages ; yet were it folly . 
tro inferre, that without Arte, Experience, 
(4 ard, Or Af rolobe, wee ſhould trie the dan- 
| gETS: of N autgation. | 
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But whither goe I ? my pw poſe was to 


ſpeake fomewhat of the truc el:xar, and to 


| Prooue that the rext of Philoſophers that 
| writ vpon 1t,or the Commentaries and Or. 
| ther {trained,or altogether mi 
ſhall be clcered by that which fo!lloweth. _ 
| Hermes, Iſindarius 7 codice omni verita- ' 
tis,the great Roſary,the pandedts of eXary, | 
| the Prophctiſe ( as ſome name her) Aoren, 
| Auicen, Baltane, Abagazall, Bengedide his 
- | brother, Abuma{ar, Halt,Calib, Efid, Sera- 
| pien, Thomas in breullogs, Aichaell Scot 


thodoxe expo; tion of thoſe 1 win are Ci- 


mn 
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aken, which 
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E 


| 


{ 
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{| maketh the marrter fit for the Wor Re . Third- 


| of lights, Avulfanes in his PandeRs, Daniel 


| of the matter inculcat by Tere, T cre,T ere, 
atque iterum T ere ne te tedeat, quickneth and| 


” F | "- 8 » $ 
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in his breuiary , Hema: in his retraQtions, 


they. hold that much punding and bearing 


refincth the ſpirits and yertue thereof, and 


ly they maintaine that fixing of Uolatile, is 


the Magi/terum or maſter peece of that| 
| worke. Laſtly,they ſay when the red colour| 
| is eÞpouſcd or conioyned to the where, the| , 


worke is perfe&ed. A ſuperficiall cenſure 


might take theſe literally ,and conclude that| 


preparing, ſifting, ponding of |the matter, 
putting of it in fit veſſels, luting and cal- 
cination ; ſometimes feeding of that ſul- 
phurious furie with ſoft , ſometimes with 
' more hot fire, might.inthe end bring fourth 


ved with ſuch excurſory ſuruey, andconſi- 


{ome Salamander : but let vs not bee decei-} 


- 


| +" 
& 


|| Aros the Arabian King and learned Philo- 

| | ſopher; and the moſt part of all the Philo- 
| /ophers hold foure chiefe tenents of this 
| | Elixar: Firſt the Aercurreis taken to be the 
| chiefe matter to worke vpan ; Secondly, 


der iudiciouſly what eAriforle in his light 


in his retracts, Exclides in his Philoſephical 


| 


by the red colour is not common gold , nei- 


meteours and almoſt all the Ph:leſophers; 
workes,afhrme in theſe words our Aſercury| 
isnot common Afercurie, our gold ſignified] 


ther 


4 8 


i Ah... tt. 


EF 
£ +. 
|. 
& Wha. 


(the carth? the 


\Gead, tney ſper ituall, the other corporall ? 
[what then 15 the Phzlofophcrs Mercury, but 
Wrſdome the childe of beancn, 'and the giory of 

pouriding and mixing of T. mate 
ter, is thebeati:g downe and qualifying of our 
ff effrcrrs im the morter of a Wiſs heart ; , the 
feeding of 1t with morc or leſlc hre is, "the 


timely prefing end relaxing of our corrupt will, 


| The fixation bf volatile, 15 the reautkion of our 


#:conſtart ruming Wits, tothe ſolidity of true 
:Wrſcdorre - Laflly' the Reade colour toyned 


— 


|to the White , which crownes the worke, 


gives vs to ynderſtand , that perſeurralge w 
verike will game vs the garland of wittorie 


wnruly domeſticke affections, which wnl: 

they bc oucrcarme,poiided, qualified. ſublimat s 
fixcdioa pure Syrden-like White,are ener ready 
rodebord from the precuntt of reaſon, to a foute- 


| k:[[inp laverty. 


We way ſee then(as a picure drawne by 


toal the parts it imitateth;{o the pounding 
tceding,tixing 2nd perfeing ofthe Elixar, 


2 Skilfall workeman ſhould have relation | 


 onely fly reſemble, the mmconſtarcy and ba. | 
| Iit;on of our affeZians , which are ready to 
|  ]breake out and war the glorious perfeRion 

{of #gbt, vnto which Phnlofopby intendeth 


ther our /+ ww lucy fenified by y the : White copay! 
vulgar ſuleer , tney arc quicke, the other || 


| ouer all foraigne incumbrances ; and ſrbcuc our | 


14 


| 


\ {> 


_ Janitie 


|to bring vs; if the moſt Mp8 fro of | 
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| ſanftification, by tranſmutation doe not Cap- 
I| riuatethe powers and faculties of our ſoxle. 


_ tl ——_—_——_ —_— 


|| are to bee graduate in the degrees. That 


| apt for mulplication and pgencration ; is the | 
onely fixcd element , whoſe multiplication 1s |. 
j 0 leffe admirable then that of fire, whereof |: 
] one ſparke kindled in combultible matter, ' 


| kindes not ſophiſticated, that they muſt bee | 
PR 


[1oyned Arithmetically by proportionable 
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Let vs goeca little further, in the ſeyerall 
operations, circumſtances and qualities of the 
 Philoſophicall exar, and wee ſhall finde,thar | 


thing clſe, then to mans formation in verze. | 
All ancient and moderne Pbzloſophers agree, 
that by the true mixture of heate and cold, | 


of the qualities of things engendred there. | 
by, as hard, ſeft, keauy, light , rough, ſmoothe, | 


that in the elementall Commixtion the (enc- |. 


rall elements, 2s Water, earth, fire and ayre, 


| 

| O _ þ ET | 
although eartb be moſt vile, yet is it molt | 
| 


will increa(c till the ſubic& bee conſumed; 
Againeail thoſe P h:loſophers do: myſically | 
oblcrne; that the Commextion of the foure | 
elements ruſt be Gramatically, that 1s 1n O7- | 
 thographieal! diſpoſition and conuenient | 
| Concordance ; Rherorically, that is orderly, | 
 ornatly or neatly ; ZLogically,that is, by true 


numbers ; Muſically inr-the welody of true | 


— mt 


# 


neither of them may be fitly adapred roany | 


moiſt and dry, wee attaine to the knowledge | 


accord, and in the effeQs of harmony which 
jo [22 EP are ' 
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Aſt rologie to bee negle&ed for knowing the 


obſcruation much auaileth, that is, w:/dome 


|roknow the right diſpoſition of the who!e 


worke. When the elements ( ſaith eAnaxa- 
goras )be thus orderly diſpoſedand digeſted 


[then will colours draw towards perfection ; 


naturally will be ſublimat to an 1ntelleRu- 


{all heate ; which operation is knowne ſel- | 
dome and by few ; when the naturall heate 
1s thus purified , then nature and art by de- | 
greesa(ſpirc to perfection, which 15 knowne 
by chainge of-colours in the work,which(as 
the foure Complexrons inman) according to || 


| 


theright temperature of elements, their yual- 


[in outward cold, Which begetteth #nward 
heate as in outward beate which cauſeth 5- 
ward cold ; although the chiefe drgeſter bee 


|the vitall heate of the degerert ; that the 
 [heate of the digeſted things, helpes the dz- 
| go. and the 


working thereof, Becauſs 


times it is hcate, ſometimes cold, ſometimes 


| mo;/ture, ſometimes 4ryneſſe, and thoſe bee 
the cauſes of colowrs, Whiteneſſe is cauſed 


"_ "_ = 


(lztzes , and their oppoſed paſs:ues , beget a 
digeſtion, which may be as well ſometimes | 


are glorious : neither ( ſay Philoſophers Jis | by 


| bl, 


| 


{coagulation 1s no ſubſtanticall forme, but the | 
paſs.ou of materiall things, inthe elemental | 
| Commixtion,theeApent in the operation of || 

- | colours is wiſely to bee examined ; ſome- | 
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call 


me | by Commixtion of light and darkeneſſe 


o'e 
Ca- 


ted 


145 
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el- | 
ate 


de- 


ne. 
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od 
51 
ee 
he 


di- | 
aſs | 
he | pale colour, becauſe it partigipats more with 
al | 
of | 


IC= 


)is | by cleere matter terminat ina fit ſubieR, 
the [| blacke colour when parts of a darke body op- 


| 


SITA&TFO Of L Le 411% 


preſſe the cleerencfſle of the ſubie&. Again, 


are engendred - the meane colours, which 
ſhew alſo according to the more or lefle 
heate or cold , dryneſſe or moiſtare , as greene 
colour 15a Commixtion of cleere water with 


earth bv combuſt ſubſtance : {o the cleerer | | 


| 


[| more carth; Siler colour turned to 2 bright 
[| 4zre 1s cauſed by brightnefle and Port 
J| cuity of ayre. Yellow citrine or gol 
If! color is cauſed by ſtrong decoRion and | 
- | digeſtion 


| ter1or parts, and reſorteth ro comfort the 


| 
4 


the carth be the purer the greeneſle 1s. Ku- 


bie colour is a thin fume in a cleere body, | 


which tis cleere or darke according to the 
quantity of the /ight , as appeareth in the 
Amatiſt which hath leſle cleereneſſe and more 
| obſcurity; T auny colour is of terminat cleere- 
neſſe, infuſed with a thicke fumolity con-' 
gregat by water , and ſaccen{ed by earth. 
Pale colour is of watriſh earthly parts, which 
being cold and thicke, are fixed ina kinde 
| aS indying, or pale facedennuious met, 1n 
whom the naturall bloud leaueth the ex-| 


— —— 


heart,- the Sephire, or orient blew like vn- 
to the heauen , 1s muchfairer then the liuid 


Watcr, ayre and light ; all other blew colours ' 
the {adder they bee, they haue lefle ayre, and | 


"a, 
l-- 


cn 
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| digeſtion of humours i ing endref by heate 
[as ingold.hory , and gaule; and this color is 
Z begotten of white and red. Thas haue youl, 
| the elementall commixtion , colours and qua-|' : 
| #rtes to bee conſidered in the Philoſophers |: 
| worke, as the operation thereof begets d1-| 
| uers digeſtions and cegrees of morcor leſle| 
| perfeftion in the |Crcarares : fo the partici-| 
[pation and operation of ſuprezme leght, 
| workes diuers cffe&s. in the minde of that F 
\ | prime Creature, which is cnely capable of © 
" |rhebeames and impreſsion thereof zandin 
| - {jthis minde of manan cquality 1s moſt.ne. 
| Ceſſary. There muſt bee.( ſaith eAriſtorle ) 
| Do repugnancie nor diuifion in our paſs 
till all coloxrs have appeared , that naturall 
i matter by ſupernaturall cooperation may of | 
W. | many colours beget ſuch a colour as1s deſired, | 
Wit | | | which is more precious then all the lewels | 
1 jin the world: therefore concludeth hve f. 
it |! |_| {common Philoſophers , can by no naturall| 


ON 


[rncanes , attaine to the knowledge « of this * 


Wh 


'E7 


|  telixar, 

| Many other Philoſophers, alluding to the | 
fame purpoſe, but more to ſhew'their Cur1o-| 
2 zrie, then to dete@ truth , adde /mellnig and fx 


|raſtmp to the former apparition of colours ; ||”? 
jbut theſe 1 overpaſie as. impertinent. wy 


| Others more analogically ſay that the elsxar |f' 
muſt be diſſolued, cheriſhed, fixed , and re-jf*7 


oxi by min whica are lpecially ro bee (1 
 obger red 


Ga . ; 
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— dead 


* 


conſidered in purtty, quantity, thickxeſſe,and 
humncfſ*, not phyſical'y , becauſe the true E- V 
:x«r 152 thing of the ſecond sntention , and{ 
tha eXetaphyſicall operation. Phyſics | 
(ans lay, the more thicke wryneis, the more 
"ry t figaiteth {1 midiry * but the Phyloſophers 1 
[ay toe mote calckrhis /zquonr 15, 1t haththe | W 1 
more ſictety; andthe more ſubtill it 15,it be=j| | 
tokeneth the greater humidity, | | 
Ariſters ſarth. that ayre is ſecretly enclo- 
Yo" ed in vearter, and by an ayeriall power bea- 
gethypearth, 4 rz/t otle ſaith, that the right 
eparation of water fromayre, is a chicfe 
aſter-peece of the Worke : other plaine dea- 
ing Phzloſophers doe holde , that Rayne Wa- 
- (© Which commethof condenſed ayre, is the, 
Thicke nur ue liquour  othets aflirme,that 
PDewe falling from Heaven in May, before | 
he Sunne enter into Scorpio, a hit liquour | 
for their ſtonesz ſome ſay that all conden-! 1: 
Icd froſtic quorrs are to bee reiected , be-| |. 
T2uſe their acurtie 1s infeted, and dulled. l 
b ith cold; others preferre milke ior the; | | 
the FYhiteneſſe, ſome water of 4 AE 
.., (ar; but Demecritus, whom T preterre toall 


ttat...Ath. Ad 


" EE 


—_ Mt... Ale 


r10- | 


4 ficſe filly men, aduiſcth to take Caleftiell | S 

6 » (er mauent Water,whole vertue 15s to abide all | = 

ike 7 q - ' | 

ar, ([:nde of fiery rryalls. Ruperciſſa. ſaith, that | {237 
2+ (Þe Chiete /:quorr to refreſh the Elixar , 1s | 


re. (19a vite, becauſe it is ſpiritual, it will re-| | 
\ee ([1uc dead things, and wake groſſe matters | |» 
rod 1: - | fp1- ; 
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[of the white Worke. 
juerſ]y il'uſtrare, have naturally divers po x: 


L faſten to any thing, 


| 


| ſomctimes by cutting, as 1n T erebinth; ſome 
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 dizerſirres, contrarieties, and accords, we. may 


—— ———.,. — -— <—_— —__ — 


Pivituall ; " Hehe bids vs take a liquor 
freſher then any water 1n-taſte,that will ne 
ner conſume, but the more 1t is vied, th 
more 1t is encreaſed, and this /:quour he 
calleth Crude ercurij, which is the matte 
All theſe /:quonrs di. 


<I> — —_—__ 


werfull qualizies of cleanſing,borth of the ſub] 


fixation and refoluing matter into Atommes 
andas l:quomshaue divers qualities and ope. 
rations : ſoarethey found by diuers meanes 


times by preſfiung,as Wine, Sydar; ſometime 


by grinding , as Oyle; l:quour 1s alſo found 56, 
| by diſtillation of Veg erables , Mettalls , and 


Antmalls; lone, F; rey alſo by naturall Wor 


 kmg are pro heed, as vrime, ſweat, milke] 


bod: all thele liquors by a vrſcoſitre cleaut 
tothings, and leaue part of their ſubſtan] 


| with them, but that vnconſtant vagabong) 


Ouickſiluer 1 is ſo ficeting, that he will neue 


his owne kinde, that i 1s (faith Cal) _ 
nable couetonſueſſe, or-flowing riches , are ſel 
dome fixedor takes:holde, bur in ſubiedts 0 
theit owne kinde. By the knowledge of 


chooſe what quality we will make Lord; thi 


ket of batred, of "__ by featvof confidenc 


ftance and meanes by diſſolution , » ſeparation] hy 


perfection of loue 1s beſt knowen by the de I 
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7 nde greater difficultie to finde them by re- 
1/emblance,then by contraries. It is more hard 


Trodiſcerne white ypon White, then blacke yp- 


s di 
* POIdiſtinguiſh good from good , then euill fi 
ſob iſtinguiſh good from good , then enill from 
exill; becauſe in the conſuſion of things,thole | 
that moſt reſemble, are leaſt knowne one. 
_—_ from an other, but in the commexture of di- 
X,. .| vers things, either in quality or ſubſiance, 

"| they are inſtant'y diſcouered. _ But let vs 
ne . ; | 2 | 
mc Not truſt that one thing niay be bote andcola, 
Bo arye and moyſt in one poſture, for two con- | 
traries can neuer ſubſiſt inone degree; there- 


t107 
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an 
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tkel gradation of this great worke, wee ſhall ne- 
ck uerbring it to perfefion - for as diume pro- 


-,, | #idence 'by nature made all things in truc 
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vgs dy deſtruſt, and of oy by ſorrowe : in all $B 
heſe and other things, our wvnderſtanding | 


| 


on Whitez and there is greater wiſedome to | 


I1Q . . 
vj fore if wee know not euery circumſtance and | 


|; 2umber and proportion : ſo cuery defeRt in | 


7 || wrongeth both the firſt and ſecond cauſe. | 
[| Wee muſt then conſider wiſely of the | 
meanes whereby this worke is compleat and} 
when they are purified in the third degree ; 
the purer the meanes bee, theneerer to per- | 
feion they are, and retaines ſuch a part | 
| | of the ycrtue of this Art,that without their 
ayde, the principall may not giue fluence to. 


| that 2uzber and proportion is imperfe&, and | 


[the finall end, neither the effluence anſwere. 


the expeRation of the principall cauſe. AS | 
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eitall naturall,and animal ſpirit - ſoas long 


- fas theſe weancs keepe the body ; 2line;ſo long 
| will the ſole dwell with the body ; but when 

| nature or accident take away the meanes, the| 
| ſubrele pure emmorta!l ſoule retyreth fromthe | 
'groſſe boy to :mmortalitie , for which ſhee | 


was created, According r0 ag , ({ay the 
| Phyloſophers )their Elix; ar hath corpus ant- 
| am & ſpiritum, all which muſt have meanes 


. | | agreeable ro thcir kinde , and muſt be ſear- 
| ched by w:ſedeme, leait by i2norance or mil. 


gouernement , the Dininc works bec quite 


4 marred, 


Thus hath my Plough ſhortly gone 


——_— — 
— 


| rhrough the large field of The P byloſophicall 
| Elixar; which by 2!1zſioz to moſt pure wet- | 


| calls, is {aid to conuert and multiply other 


vnretined mett:1s , hauing the ſeed of Gold, 


into pure Gold - bur as Jou ſowe , you ſhall 
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roy. Aurum ab aqulone vent , "Thar is pure 
| zyre Of viholuſome dof vine ,, ducly and {ea- 
| {onably ſowen, bringe: k foorth millions; but 
asthis ſeed is ſowen by chem who hane their. 
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creaſed in none but in thoſe that hane their. 
mindes capable | of fo holy an mprefiion.. 


| [the's che Soule i istyed to the Body by meancs 5 of al 


| 1995 if you ſowe fp. 'ringly , you ſhall reape ſpa- | 
rmgly; of yo! ſowe a, erhenefſe , you ſhall reape | 


confuſter: ; and if you ſewe light, you ſhall reape | 


| mindes long exerciſed i in vez7ize: fo 1s$1tin-| | 


is ERrcHAE  Winnowing, Srinding arc nexel-. 
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 fary vſes for Wheate, yet belong not to the 
Bakers Craft : but ſifting, mixing,andgo- 
| yernment of fire, are workes of greater 
{Skill ; if Reaſon and holieſſs bee the begin- 
| ming of cuery action , doubtlefle the viſtble 
things w1ll ſeparat fromthe 7nſvle.that 1s 
| | Water and earth from fire and wre; for things 
| are corporal, becauſe they ſhall be ſprritual, 
{which the wheele of the great Worke will make 
( manifeſt wheg time {the Sreward;and di/per- 
ſatoy of euery thing } ſhall one day bring | 
| every thought vpon the Sage. | 
| Butto returne to Phuoſophy, if wee will | 
give her the due praiſes which ſhee deſer- | * 
ueth, wee ſhall finde thather rcfyning of vs 
1n vertue , is toa more pure ſubſtance , then 
| of thrice purified gold: if wee would from 
vice extra&t vertue, quinteſſence, content and. 
true reputation from: poucity and contempt, 
| Connert ex//e into our 24tzic Country,bonds 
Into lberty, Wit into Wealth, or would wee | 
_ | multiply fame few ſhort earchlycroſſes into 
| Celeſtiall permanent 3oyes, all theſe can. 
| Philoſophy doe. Philoſophy can make (0-| 
drus better coritent then Creſuus 5 Drogenes | 
contemne great eAlexanders Cconquelts ; 
| braue baniſhed Rurrins prefer ſolitarineſle | 
|*o the greatnefle and magnificence of his | 
(Gty, and affirme that by purchaſing the 
friendſhip of Phwoſophy hee hath lined no 
| longer then hee was baniſhed ; Magnani- | 
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© ment can come to the ſoule, then the teſti- 
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mous Philſophy will encourage Ariſtar- 
chus to doe more thenall theſe, by teaching 
him, bruſed .in a morter , to cry out trium- 
phantly, Stzmpe on, you burt but the caſe of 


mmm 


is Philoſophy that in aducrſity ( as ſteele fron 


© Iffant) Erawceth from vs that ſparke of dune | 
] fireleft in our ſoules , which kindleth verrme }- 


_ Tand makes it a;/peare. in 1ts owne colour. 
\ What other thing ſhall I call Philoſophy, 


| fedtions,T utrix of our felicity, and the vpright 
| conr.1g:191s gour: nment of our ſtlues in all our 


ſoule, to repaire the weake mortality of the 
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1 CUre VS plory and fame for a quiet minde 


[| when ( onft aricy wreſtlerth with pr oſper it or. 


| it, can expreſſe. What greater ' content- 


monte that Conſcience beareth vnto vertue ; 
how with yndaunted courage ſhe hath with- 


. | Arſttarchus,but his mind you carmot touch. It | 


| ations by the rule of reaſon f or may I not 
name ner a ſirjuing and contention of. the | 


'| body, by participation of etermall light,vnto | 
whoſc fruition ſhee draweth vs ſo muchas | | 
ſhe can, imploying art and mauſtry, to pro- | 
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» | a fweerneſſe, that. none but ſuch as haue taſted | 


' || heare, and for a happy and gloriozy hereafter, | 
| This diane Philoſophy begetteth ſuch plea- | |. 
|| re in our ſexle,, whileſt wee are imployed | | 
about braucand gerierous ations, ſpecially, 
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ſtood aduerſe fortune, and hath not yeclded 


ly as a torch to lighten vs tofarre and plors. 
0145 ations : forif wee owe vnto poſternythe 


earneſt wiſhes ſhould we haue,thenour liues 
may be ſacrifiJed to publike good ? Theſe 
ſweats and labours for generall berefit,affoord 


dation of vertue, Th. 
But when we yeeld our {clues capties to 


dartsthat pearce our owne breaſts; Baſe T e- 
[-gonus begotten on Czrce, killed his owne 


| Father YVliſſes : Yen retribution of Helena 


to Part for his golden ball, was the blaJmeg 
ſtar , that foretold his ruine and theouer- 


| tarow of many worthy T r0:ars beſide : in 
one word, Great eAlexander bewayling the 
 anchantments of eff:minat ſoftneſle, named 


the Perſian Dames, dolores oculorum , or bad 
falnes for ſore eyes. 


4 publike Philoſophicall diſcourſe of the im- 
mortallity of the ſoule , that moſt of his Au- 


d:tors haſtened their deaths with their owne | 


nands ; if theſe Heathen, who had onely the 


Cm. 


vs mares to enrich others by imuarion, and | 
make our ſclues. ;iluftrious by the commen- 


tothe (yrcean cups of honour, riches or plea. | 
ſures, then are our 79yes complear ; then Jorh | 
 olorie and ſpendor ſhine about vs and giue 
| vs preheminence amonglit men, it it were one- 


| moſt part of our beſt a#ios, what more | 


| the bondage of pleaſures, then ſtecle we the | 


Epeſias the (irenvian, was ſo powerfull in | 
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6 he T illage of "light: 


| 
{of ercrnall 1rnth are ſo careleſle & prodigall | 
| jof our ſhort time, that we doe not freely en- | 


&; 


| pas ſhewcth generous ſpirits, worthy to be | 
\jFhe maſicr-pecce of thag ſoneraigue Worke- | 


_ |fon, then quos peraere vilt Tupiter hos demen-. 


her ſclte oftimcs to be corrupted or milled ; 
and'doth receinc one'y the ſuperticialland 
externall forme of things from the ſenſes, 


| with favour ro the ſole, as they ſ[ceme 
gracctull ro her, and not as they are vnuer- | 
{ally profitable tothe 'welfarc of man : ſo 
that from fapcrticiail FmAgenition, and par- | 
'|riall relatica, ProCc eds that apprencnſion of 
|the goodn. tlc or baencie of thinzs that we: | 
MWeall! ep3i04 , Which 1s a raſh ouwde , and (o| 
ſerzcth vpon Our 7791617740107? , that moſt | 
Itimes we Randat defiance againit reaſon. | 
| Neither doth cpi7@7 ſhew her {clfe vio- 

\[lent in any thing more, then inforcing her | 
\[vallclsto 1a - hold vpon an imaginary ſpe- | 
culation ot this go1den El xar, or light in- | 
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== 0K light of nature wereſo ſinifterly zea- | 
| lous ro hane the reward of wertwe , by pre. | 
 uenting z:ure With yntimely dearth, what | 
| ll lucke e1S 1t, that we who hauethe Ozacles | 


10y the PapPneic of true dare light,which | 
\|[2paſter their Creator, l can gwe no other rca- | 
|7at;or that our imaginatio,which is beneath | 


enderſtand; i9,and abouc the Serſes,to whom | 
belehlockh che cenſure of thing, ſuffercth | 


[the Ceminils of the ſoule ; ” which ſhe picſcnts | 


| 
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| corporat with ſmozke,by rhichCit if it were | 
found as it will ncuer be) the purchaſers 
 ſhoulJ bee bur depriued of true liberty, | 


| Cimerian darkneiſe diſperſed chorow rhe 
world, 


OS 
led with the art ; - animated to vcrtnous 


| ſtgnes, and not checked for vndertakivg by 
every goodman gooſecap, WiINO grace learning 


' or vertue with 2 fogh, as: Tov; :cconiſts doe 
their /moake , bur ina : different mzanaer, the 


pro quo, andperhaps be grated tothe quicke ! 


the leaſt g!1mpſe of af: mourable aſped: the.j 
other ſacritiz2 rheir fume. through their 
noſes with ſuch deuotion toan angrie tact 


and the ſeminary of all miſchiefe, and | 


| Ifany miſtake me, and thinke that in this 
| Ti lage of light, 1 ſceme to withdraw che 

due praiſc of art, it is farre £: "OT-00y Fong 
ning. I wiſhthat cuery eArr:t were cqual- . 


one in derogation , countenance the moſt | 


elaborat Rudies of the brain2, as the ad- | 
dition of beggars or impoſture , not worthy | : 


| 


| 


[| Buch, as oftimes ſtraines reares from | 
| thCir eyes; an that is the top of ther gal- 
lantry : But certainely good manners 


| , 


thould nor be much wronged, if inaquip- 
ping veine, ſuch were ſcrued as 2 ſturdy} 


boſtitr once girded a country mans vn-} 


mannerly Mare ; ſo ſhould rhey haue quid. 


that ſuch moathes as labour to extinguiih 
the light of other mens goodnelle , might 
M3 + hanc! 


| 
| 
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- [thatſquint-eyed Enuy or ſtupidity , that de- 
[priueth men as well of the feeling of good, 
as of caill , and participatcth more with 


of men. Wo ER 
| It 1s* alwayes the common miſery of 
-| | poore ſpirits,to cnuy that light in others, 
| | which they haue not in themſelues ;ſo1s it 
|| the common conſolation of thoſe, to deſire 
-. | compartners in their wants ; ſpecially 
when they dreame to thewſclues ſuch ſecu- 


——_—— 


| | thendoe they in pride or inſolency deride 
| | ordiſualue bettcr lowers then grow intheir 
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. | reputationeccliplcth their greatneſle. 


:[art;and it is the honour of Kings, and 
| | chiefe tit'e of inferiour Lights to be pro- 
| redors and cheriſhers of ra:gion, vertue and 
learning, and to finde out the ſecrets of art : 


. | vnderſtand , that it is the w:/dome of Kings 
| and garland of true nobzlityto bee ſolearned 
or wiſe, as they may diſtinguiſh betwixt 

_  |trueart and inlinuating foppery, or curious 


|haue their wings ſinged for their paines : 
| |for it 1s certaine that Wſdome, pollicy and. 
| learning have no ſuchenemies as Fooles, Ruf. 


fians , and 7gnorants; not that witty Tgno- || 
(rams, that was acted at Cambridge, bur | 


the humour and inclination of beaſts then 


| rity,aS noaduerſe accident can encounter :_ 


3 


owne garden ; eſteeming that other mens 


It is encouragement that addes vie to 


but 1 wiſh that cunning Alchimſts would 
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taught vs. If wee wereas carefull to bee, 
what we ſeeme to be, as wee are curious to] 


? pI 
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vnprofitable ſearch, which for gaine oro-. 


ther wrong ends , put faire vizards vpon 
foule faces, and maskes cheating or curio- 


fity with arr, which are indeed alients from | 


it, Theſe Alchimiſts attend greatneſſe as 
Apes or Parrats, by ſhewing tcats of aftt-' 


uity in geſture, diſcourting and imitation z | 


yet their end is to catch Dorrels and put 
them to ſale, 


| The beſt paterne to pry into their coun- | 


ſcll,and bring them to the /:9ht was cut by 
the hand of the Great light; which although 


it ſhineth as well in the darkeſt corner of | 


the heart, as inthe moſt tranſparent yolke 


of pureſt Chriſtall, yet inferiour lights can| 


neither ſce,nor ſhine, but in the tranſparen- 
cie of their owne or others Workes. Thcir' 
care muſt bee then to rognoſee and diſtin. 
guiſh, when pride fights vnder the colours 
of humility, hipocriſie 18 cloathed 1n Relrg:ous 


habit ; when. corrnption is garded with the | 


ſhew of uſtice, ice fairded with Vertue,and 


when Soph:ſtry ſcemes to boult out much by 


logical reaſon, which wil not abide the plow- | 
| ing of /zght,and are weake and ſinowleſle in | 


the Schoole of praiſe, as experience hath 


ſeeme tobe what wearenot, crooked cunning 


ſhould not *goe current for art. Wee ſhould] 


not be oftentantes , but oftendantes pictatem| 
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vie, expell all dregges that abatestheir ver- 

rice, or blemiſh their [#ſtrc : there bee other 

[ſeeming purc bodics, that by a froſty con- 
||denlat:on of congealed cold humours, af- 
\umes a cleereneſſe, and in a kinde, ſhew as 
| tixed lights, bur are not neererto perfc i- | 
| on; apply but firc,or the leaſt $a of a thaw | 


|! winde, and forthwith they 


1 ; 


| Cline from their naturall perfetiion to an 


- | our penny ſhould be as common as our Pater 
; nofter,t at IS, Our light ſhould {o ſhine int 
our Workes as Angels and men{ceing,might 


|Iing a toy full elelaiah to the Creat light; 


bur asall is not gold that gliſtereth :ſo ene- | 


jrie clecre body the more cleere it ſeemes 


| to bee, is not the more necrer to purity and | 
 Iſemplicity; ſore by a well tempered Elemen- 


[rare mixture, and ragicall heate by coopera- 


[tion and powerfull :7;fluence of the ſarne | 

| ſhew cleere and firme as they arc : cuery 
\|bodyof this Kindc the more cer, it 1s the 
{ncerer to {implicity, more able to abide the 
'/ touchſtone of Truth; by how much more 
it hath a ſi-pathicall reſemblance” to pureſt 


1 | liquid ſubſrances, 4S hony, Wrne , oye 2ndthe 


_— 


like,which before they yeeld themſelues to 


fſolue incor. | 
orat with more corruption then they had 


* - 


i before : theſe counterfeit ſubſtances fitly | 
| reſemble puddle water which wants the 
_' former expulſiue verive , that ſeparats the | 
- || pare” fram the impure ; whereby they de+ | 
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|3n the righr tillage of the - Phyloſophicall 


| oushead, and other mens harmes rellys, It | 


all. 
| - Nowtodigze vp the laſt offenſine ſtone 


Geht. Every Chriſtian ought to hauc ſuch | 
atte&ton, 
the moſt Bleſſed , ſo farre as the enquirie 1s 
reucaled, and is profitable in the true ends; 


|to admire thereſt, and to propoſe mylteries | 
[no otherwiſe then they vndcritand , 


leaſt 
like blinde e2/ountanus, they commend the 
| Malct,andpoynt quite contrary. Asinthe. 
Elenſine ſacrifices, the. Nouices that were 


of diuine Wiſdome, wee have no ſuch counte- | 


nance as humility, which is the cognizance 
of that greatneſſe,and our baſcneſſe. | 

Hee that knoweth our thallowneſfle, lo- | 
peth bettera credulous heart, then 2 curl- | 


1s more dangerous to \{urfct vpon wir, then | 


vnwholeſome rottenneſſe , which i 1s 2008 
| {for none, but harmefull , or toarhſoms al 


to louc and ſcarch the wcrkes of 5 


nitiited,lay all along vpon the ground, till | 
i the ſeruice was ended : fo in the 24 ryſteries 


Want If, 

Mean is the Microcoſmos, orabridgement | 
of the Creatzon ; the Phyloſo hers Wor els che | 
abridgement' of mans Formation. As the 
World was made of two ſcueral! parts , the 
one tell igible, ſenſs ble, 2nd corruptible, the } 
other, vatelligible, in ſenſible, and incorrup table: 


| SO man was made the middle RIG of both,| 


ERR enovae no, 


| and perfe&ion of the Intelleftuall parts, 


[in his -Soule were the moſt excellent per- 


- © [fe&ionsthat be in theincorruptible world, 


| but are ſo originally depraued, and depreſ- 
[ſed with carth , and weighed downe with 


I.) - {the burthen of fleſh, that all the indeauours 


of Diuine and Humane Phyloſophers , can 


. |[mation, without which his condition is 
worle then 1f hee had not been at all : ther- 
[fore, as in man we rather ob{crue what hee 


| jother creatures , wee mult not expe that 
[from vzolexce, which is proper to tempe- 
rance , or looke for goodneſle in T hunder, 
| Fire, or Earth-quak:z, Nature produceth 
eucry thing how excellent ſocuer, by an #:- 
ſenſible 2m0tzon , and not by violence , and 
prematured Byrthes , are cuer imperfc : 


| 


by Arte , erre moſt dangerouſly,, arming 
themſelues in obſtinacie , with Sczence a- 
gainlt Reaſon : but they that leane the high 
| way, and betake theimſelues to by-lanes, 
ſhould know the place well , leaſt they bee 


' [eArt > and Sobrzetze can cure moe diſcaſes 


 { ourſejaes as we ought, and we ſhall make 
little account of the toyleſome vnprofita- 


{| which hee hath by meanes of the body ; bur | 


{is, then what hee ſeemes to bee: ſo in the | 


| 1whereby it falleth out, that thoſe who erre | 


| then all Paracelſian Chymicalls ; let vs value 
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'  |wildred. Nature is abetter Phyſician then | 
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-|neuer ſufficiently labour in mans new for- | | 
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bleniceries of Arr, The Propher did not 
wrap his face in his mantell, till the ſoft 
 voyce caine ; all diuine and morall knowledge 
haue their termination in. reſt ; the firſt no 
eye hath ſcene, or eare hath heard , or tongue us 
able to expreſſe ; the other with admirable 
vertue and ſplendor attaineth to that peace of 
Conſcience Which paſſeth all underſtanding, by 
| the v2; and 1udicious Diapaſor of dif- 
cordant tones. ; 1. 
| Now that I bee not tranſported beyond 
| my promiſe, I will vnyoake my alnolſt 
wearied Plough , hoping what I haue tilled 
will direkt puny RHusbands to the know- 
ledgeof the Phyloſophers Light, how it muſt 
bee ploughed, whar Secd 1s to bee ſowen in ! 
right ſeaſon, and whar is the increaſe, that | 
| all other T Wage is but cxriofitie, mipriſton, 
forgery, or impoſture , otherwiſe then in the 
culture of the Naturall or Phyſical opera- | 
tion and vertue of eA!chimy , from which 
I detra& nothing. - 
| Tr reſteth now, that I ſhake hands with 
{uch eLlchimiſts as labour in thetimpany of 
| 2 falſe El:xar, that we may remaine friends | 
or friendly enemies: yet leſt I ſhould vn=| 
der value my ſelfe, I offer thefe enſuing | 
Articles to bee performed before agree- | 
ment. 
Firſt, that they arme their Reſolution 
| with patience for loſſes paſt , and with 
| ._. * | ,m_ 
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| higher then thar fortnne , muſt haue care that | 
| their paſſion ouer-reach not their reaſon; and | 
Cloath riat ſhriiketh in the Wetting , neuer | 
I preoueth good in the Wearmg, If they can|| 
| commaund theryſclues thus, without doubt | 
| they ſhall bee capable to goucrne the world, 
| and ſo bee maſters of the great Worke : Mo- 
| deration Will giuc them leafure to finde out 
{the time, place, matter, and all neceſla- 
_ \Iry aduantages to compaſle their deſignes ; | 
\1f they finde ta their griefe the doote ſhut || 
| - _[oneway, they, way then redeeme ſuch af- 
| \fition, by finding out a more caſte and 


Ly 


|bertcr paflage to the true El:xar, It they 
| 'giue way to ſharpe and paſionate morions, 
{which d&:ſturbe the conduttion of aftayres, 
{then ſhall they bee expoſed to preciprtation, 
.' ebſtinacte,indiſcretion,and impatience, LI 
Wi. | | Secondly, for ſhunning of theſe euills, || 
3d" | Tdefire, whenthey have plowedthis Light | 
| _  |aftermec, they breake alltheir Chimcal [I |. 
{imaginary golden pots, leaſt with Pers/as, ||| 
they periſh in their owne innentions ; or | 
{as Homers (lope promiſed to Viyſſes) when| 
Jl {they haue eaten their goods , which are| 
| [8 |their Companions , perhaps they cat _ 
if TT1-0 TH 5-04 - Ars 
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|| voprofitable, troubleſome, or harmefull, as} 
|] the Italian Proucrb implicth, $, 


| Chi ha bianco { auallo, et bella m 


|] _Forpreuention of this eu:l, or entoying 


| 


| winkt with the T antzls-like hope of impoſ-| 
| ibilities: If they doc otherwiſe, it is likely | 


eg 


| Phyloſophers as labour for a materiall E-| 


| 


j 


| and knowing her ſcife vncapable to auert 
| the exill , and cnioy the good that (Hh 


The Tilloge of revt. 


| {clues laſt of al, Faire ſhowes balanced | 


with their incommodities, prooue oft times 


No vine maj ſanſa doglte. 


of thar good, hopes and feares are rightly to. 


bee mixed, by foreſight and prouidence of the | 


diffcuitics and goodneſſe that may ariſe : 
and in this kinde, I wiſh the fcare of ſach 


oplie my 
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lixar, may preuaile ouer their hopes ; but if 


[j their hope preſuppoſeth ſucha good isto be | | 
obtayned, my feare beleeneth thit thele | 
| former or enſuing cuills will bee hardly a=; 


uoyded. Our wit and vnderſtanding ought 
to bee rather bent to regard the difticulties | 
of things of high reach, then to bec hood- | 
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that inthe end diffdence will follow fearc, | 
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curioſitie ſo much aſfe&terh, ſhee conuert 
her ſelfe into deayre , and fo plunge her 
owners in e7enipm his miſery : for when. 
the conſideration of euil} bcgetteth de- 


| ſpaire, then oft tunes that deſpaire is the | 
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It toſal', to annoynt maungic Hackneyes ; 
for which, if wee may belecue auncicnt 
Farryers, itisa ſouerzigne cure: or if truth 


ons, Diſſolutions, Amal gations , C irculations, 
Sublim;tions, Fixations,and MM utiplications, 
otherwiſe then in a ſþrritzll ſenſe, are but 


[borrowed words of Art , to alle vnguent | 
j for ſ[adiſh itching diſeaſes F ſmeake to ruine | 


craz'd eſtates ,or trumpery to vphoid Moun. 


gebanckgs vpon the charges of the more curi- | 
[ous then wile, 
It is the beſt halfe of the Wor > to chooſe 


a good fubie&t. Inſuiti»g baſe matter with 
the ornaments of [caring 


with thoſe that trap Aſles 
with golden furniture ; or with children, 
| who build caltles in the ſand ; whichare de- 


[faced with euery breath; or with curious 
Workeme:, who caruing in knottie Timber, | 


Hhaune toyle without end, for their eleRion 
without jndgment. Pe? ſeus his ſcarre ſits 


| in the forchead of Curiolitie, Oftentat 0þ- 
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| Tndar the motion of all other paſtions , as Toy 
| lis the repoſe and reſt of good ; and this isa 
 |chiefe reaſon why We/edome doth examine 
[things by the end. 
| _ If Golde-dreaming eAlchimiſtes would 
make vp ſome part 6f their loſſes by the re- || 
|1iqucs of the pureſt matter, they may put 
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all ſtruſam eruditionem ſprrando ambitionem , ſed 


Carendo occaſione inſt e neceſiitatss , aut intentt- 
[jj oz7e pie vriilitatis. Let vscolour blemiſhes as 
wee will, yet a Croope ſhoulder is cuer 
 knowen howſocuer it bce boulſtcred ; and | 
[f; they that paint olde faces , hardly hide the | 
| wrinckles. In (azzlogniathere is a ſtatute, 
whereby Cuckolas pay tribute ; mee thinkes | 
that law is 1uſt if 1t hadan addition, that all | 
curious ſcarch ſhould bee fined or puniſh- | 
[ed,that as all husbands might looke to their 
charge, in barring ſuchbankets of Turnups }. 
| as inrolles them in Cornhill Kallender : ſo | 
| incroaching Curioſities might not ſo much | 
{: trouble the repoſe of more profitable ſtu- | 
J| dies.Such ſubieRs are only worthy of aPhi- | 
| loſophers Penor Pra&ice, as (like Archias 
Lute)wilſpeake for their maſter, They want | 
ele&ion, that in a fhieldof Corne only make | 
vle of Cockle; and they want diſcretion,that | 
hauing a whole field of Vertue before them, | 
| rather with e enedemus, become ſellers of | 
{ | trifles, with the foo'es of the world, looſers 
of time, or with eartiall, miſsimpleyers | 
of 200d wits, then withthe learned or wiſe, 
honour their Countrey by affecting Sciences 
of greater obſcruation, But ſuch are the 
cuſtomes of cxr:0u4 or cunning men, to blind | 
| the ele&ion of others, that for. the moſt | 
part, they ſeeke out the poyſon of wit to | 
corrupt the ſame ; like that eMHaya , who 
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did make yſc of poyſor for her natmrall 79-. 


When preſumption fi impathizes- not with'| 
tudgement, and preferres craized underſtan- | [| 
4&ng, or milled-opinion before certaine 


examination ; there ſuch defeRs of wit or fi 
ſophiſticaed arr, pay ſmooke with winde, |||. 
and baſc merrat viith falle coyne. The na- |} 
cure of vanity values things by offentation, ||| 
not by reality, and this vanity begettcth ||| « 
cxrzofity which t{teemeth better of the cur- ||| 
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rentneſſe of ſhewes then of the goodneſle 

nd vertues of things. Such 1s the habit of | 
curiofty and cunning thatT bluſhas I write, 

and yet I write to make the World bluſh; but || + 

I Tolle Sifiphas ſtone ; if I ſhould ſtraine / 

my witto dreggcs, I feare it ſhall not ſtem ||| 
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the torrent of worldly {treames: Men are 
richeſt in infirmities, weakeſt in foreſighr, 
apt toentertaine hurtfull. pleaſures, Or Cr- 


verſal propolitions , require no inſtance 
and none take acception at generall termes | 


Thirdly, 1 deſire that fach eAlchimiſts as 
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| andin others of all ages that hane gotten 
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[| the center of Philoſophy, doe mecte and cndy 
I! all rules that may conduce tothe wholſome 
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